Running head: MS-13 GANG	1

MS-13 GANG 	2











MS-13 Gang
Student
Institution


MS-13 Gang
Introduction
Crime has been a significant challenge in most of our societies. Gang violence involves illegal and non-political acts that are related to violence and which are perpetrated mostly by a particular gang group against people, other gang groups, and military individuals, enforcement officers within the law sector or even against firefighters. As a result, most of these acts of violence are committed at different levels of organizations, and as a realist, their impacts and consequences to people have been significant and negative in consideration to the general society. This paper will focus mainly on MS-13 Gang, it origin, impacts to the community and also its organization.
Origin, Organization and Performance of MS013 Gnang
Popularly known as MS-13, Mara Salvatrucha is an international street gang that originated in Los Angeles, California. At the time of its establishment in the 1970s and 1980s, the primary purpose of the group was to protect Salvadoran immigrants who resided in the Los Angeles region at the time (Campo-Flores, 2015). Over time, the group deviated from its fundamental purpose and took the face of a full-fledged criminal gang with activities ranging from murder, rape, robberies, and other terror acts within and outside the region.
 Ms 13 stands out majorly because of its brutality. The ‘rape, control, kill’ slogan gives the true picture of how cruel the members can be (Compo-Flores, 2015). Besides, it is fiercely rivaled by the 18th Street Gang that also performs a host of inhumane acts on locals in the region. At the end of the Salvadorian civil war in 1992, the United States government deported a large number of the gang members back to their homeland. This mass deportation led to the exponential growth of gang activities in Central America. Presently, the gang operates in several parts of the US, Central America, Mexico, and Canada. It should, however, be noted that most of the members of the MS-13 gang are Salvadorians. Also noteworthy is that the Republicans provide MS 13 as a reference point in their justification for tighter immigration policies (Franco, 2017). 
As earlier highlighted, the gang came into existence in the 1980s when Salvadorans started streaming in to the United States while escaping the civil war in Central America. Even then, the United States government were reluctant to give the Salvadorians alyssum and went ahead to brand them as undocumented immigrants. As a result, the Salvadorians gained access into the United States without proper documents and settled in cities that had huge undocumented populations like Los Angeles. 
Being a minority, the Salvadorians were exposed to cruel racial prejudices and exploitation which made them bitter to the point of wanting to take up arms and defend themselves, hence the formation of the group. Under the auspices of Ernesto Deres, the gang was able to establish its logistical operations and grow steadily in power. Today, the gang is one of the best armed paramilitary groups with open operations in the Central America and clandestine ones in the United States.
MS 13 primarily target Central Americans especially minors. Surprisingly, a significant percentage of the gang membership is of illegal age, a factor that inspired the fear of many schools in the US to register unaccompanied teenagers who arrived from Central America. Consequently, most of these teenagers remained home and became even more vulnerable to recruitment. 
Brentwood and Gang Violence 
Brentwood has an increased rate of crimes as a result of gang violence. The MS-13 gang has had a more significant impact in consideration to Brentwood as the group continues to focus on hunting rival gang members. Their primary objective is to attack and kill with a primary aim of increasing their stand in the gang. Therefore, most of the members of the MS-13 gang have made an effort to attack and kill gang members from other gang groups which in turn result to significant respect, high ranks and appreciations in their MS-13 gang group.
The gang is more concentrated in Brentwood in comparison with other parts of the United States; school-going children are forcefully recruited while going to church or school. This is one of the unique aspects of the gang considering the fact that most gang recruitments are voluntary. Before a new member joins, they are thoroughly beaten as a way of initiating them into the group. In Brentwood and other areas of operation, the gang often executes its violent activities. It is also unusual that most of the people killed by the gang members are either women or children. This infanticide and femicide tendencies explain why El Salvador ranks third in the femicide rate world-over. 
The gang is also popular for violent retribution. The targets are usually rival gangs who they often torture and kill together with their families, neighbors, and friends. The gang executes these attacks without discriminating the age of their victims. Other frequent targets include community organizations, government officials, and police officers. Because of the nature of their attacks, some governments have gone ahead to brand the gang a terrorist organization. In the United States alone, the gang has spread its operations to more than 46 cities and counting. The United States Treasury, in 2012, designated the gang as a transnational criminal gang with a well-organized hierarchical system of governance. 
MS 13 was the first of other criminal organizations to receive this honor. Others in the group include the Italian Camorra, Japanese yakuza, and the Mexican Zetas. Some of the most notable cases the gang is responsible for include the murder of two female high school students who came under attack by the gang members armed with baseball bats and machetes. According to the police, it was a revenge attack. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Following the incident, four members of the MS 13 gang were charged with murdering the students while two were charged with killing another gang member alleged to have broken gang protocol. Around the period, two members of the gang were charged with kidnapping and sexually molesting three teenage girls before murdering one of them in broad daylight by the side of the road.  Trump administration has often pointed figures to the Obama administration citing porous immigration policies that facilitated the growth of illegal immigrants and crime in the United States. 
Impacts
Brentwood is the most affected state in the world as there is a high number of these gang members and their activities. Typically, one of the significant and direct impacts of these gang activities is insecurity. People in this town and others are insecure; there is a high chance of them getting attacked and being harmed in different ways. Uncertainty has, in turn, resulted in their challenges that do not only affect individual people but the entire society. Insecurity and these gang activities lead to the poor performance of businesses, political movements and also social activities of people in these towns. As a result, there has been a reduced performance while the government uses a lot of money to manage, control, and limits these activities which have in turn resulted in negative impacts.
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